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Charitable Funds and Community Impact Initiatives

FIELD OF INTEREST FUNDS 

Support the enduring role of the Orange County Community Foundation in supporting critical needs and 
catalyzing sustainable community impact across Orange County. The endowment includes four specific 
field of interest funds: 

 > Arts and Culture Fund:  This Orange County Community Foundation field of interest fund supports  
the growth and stability of the arts and cultural sector in Orange County. 

 > Environment Fund:  This Orange County Community Foundation field of interest fund supports  
programs and services that enhance environmental literacy and public understanding of Orange 
County’s environmental issues. 

 > Excellence in Education Fund:  This Orange County Community Foundation field of interest fund 
supports improving educational outcomes for youth, especially those facing barriers to academic 
success. 

 > Health and Wellness Fund: This Orange County Community Foundation field of interest fund  
supports prevention and early health intervention efforts for children. 

Orange County Social Justice Fund: 
This Orange County Community Foundation field of interest fund was established by Keith Swayne in 2022 
to support Orange County nonprofits that are working to ensure a more fair and equitable community for 
all. The fund’s vision is an Orange County where all residents have equal economic, political, and social 
rights and opportunities regardless of race, ethnicity, religion, age, gender, sexual orientation, disability, or 
other characteristics. 

Powering Good Fund:  
This Orange County Community Foundation fund supports the vital work and mission of the community 
foundation - identifying local needs, driving solutions to challenges, and partnering with leaders and 
philanthropists to create impact. 

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS 

Advancing (AVID) Scholarship Fund:  
The Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) program improves college readiness for  
students with academic potential who may have multiple barriers to accessing a college degree. The AVID 
Scholarship Program is operated in collaboration with the Orange County Department of Education and 10 
funding partners that offer individual awards of $2,500-$6,250 per year to qualified AVID graduating seniors 
in Orange County. Awards are generally renewable over 4 years to support college completion. 

HEEF Hispanic Education Endowment Fund (HEEF):  
HEEF’s mission is to improve access to higher education for OC Hispanic/Latino students. Through a 
collaborative of scholarship sub-funds, the HEEF Scholarship Program offers competitive academic 
scholarships for OC high school and community college transfers and provides scholarships for OC college 
graduates to attend Law School. For more information visit www.heef.org. 
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COMMUNITY IMPACT INITIATIVES

African American Alliance Fund:  
Founded by OCCF’s Executive Vice President & COO, Tammy Tumbling, the mission of the African American 
Alliance Fund is to raise awareness about systemic racism and support programs that advance Black 
Residents within Orange County and surrounding communities. The fund intends to provide grant funds 
for services in the areas of education, health, human services, economic and civic engagement, and 
professional development as well as serve as a partner and convening space to raise and amplify the 
voices of Orange County’s Black community. 

Orange County Opportunity Initiative:  
The contributions of generations of immigrants have shaped Orange County throughout our history, and 
our future depends on successfully incorporating the skills and talents of our diverse  
communities. The OC Opportunity Initiative helps immigrants realize their full potential through outreach, 
education, and legal services to ensure their full participation in the economic and civic life  
of our county. 

Orange County Veterans Services Initiative:  
The OC Veterans Initiative began in 2011 and expanded in 2015 based on findings from The State of  
the American Veteran: The Orange County Veterans Study and addresses the issues facing veterans 
returning home from service. The initiative aligns donors, businesses, and community leaders to focus on 
three critical areas of need identified in the report: transitioning to civilian life, employment readiness and 
job skills, and health with an emphasis on mental health needs. 

Workforce Development Initiative:  
Inspired by projections of 17,000 middle-skills jobs to become available in Orange County over the  
next decade, OCCF launched a Workforce Development Initiative in 2019 to help graduating high  
school seniors, disconnected older youth and underemployed young adults acquire the skills and 
credentials needed to secure in-demand, high-quality jobs aligned with the needs of local  
employers. 

We are building talent pipelines for high-growth industries including healthcare, advanced manufacturing 
and information technology through strategic partnerships with: 

 > Educational Institutions: Training and certification

 > Nonprofits: Outreach, soft skills training, and support to help students stay on track

 > Employers: Mentorship and on-site experience leading to potential employment 

Investing in Orange County’s high-potential workforce is one of the most promising paths toward the 
ecnomic and civic health of our region. Let’s keep working together to ensure that Orange County sets the 
bar for an innovative and inclusive economy that allows our entimre community to thrive.


