
 
 
 
 
 
Organization: Tiyya Foundation, Inc. 
Project: Flavors from Afar 
Amount Requested: $50,000 
 
Born from the success of Tiyya’s community work, Flavors from Afar (FFA) is a modern catering service 
project providing social impact in the Greater Los Angeles and Orange County Region. Flavors from 
Afar is a socially conscious catering service employing former refugees and showcasing their stories of 
displacement. Established in 2010, Tiyya has identified a number of employment barriers for full-time 
and part-time job placement for the refugee/asylee community. The barriers include transportation 
access, English proficiency, and non-transferrable degrees from their home countries. Flavors from 
Afar addresses these problems by providing participants with the language, business, and culinary skills 
necessary to pursue future jobs in the hospitality industry. Tiyya invites hundreds of Southern 
Californians each month to experience the tastes of cultures ranging from the Mediterranean to the 
horn of Africa at the organization’s gatherings or via delivery to their home or office. As the project’s 
capacity expands, the goal is to operate as a launching pad to incubate refugee entrepreneurs seeking 
to establish their own catering businesses or open their own restaurants. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Organization: Boys & Girls Clubs of Central Orange Coast (BGCCOC) 
Project: College Bound Alumni Services 
Amount Requested: $50,000 
 
Low-income, often first generation immigrant students face critical barriers to education and hence a 
path out of poverty. Less than half of low-income students accepted into college earn a degree within 
six years. BGCCOC is addressing the critical barriers these students face on their higher education and 
career paths through expanding the current College Bound program to include College Bound alumni 
services. By supporting students through a combination of Academic Advisors, alumni mentor support 
networks, workshops for teens and parents, and by bridging the summer gap after high school 
graduation, BGCCOC will ensure shortfalls for these students are reduced. The program will serve 
nearly 200 students during the 2020 school year and will expand every year following to support 
additional alumni graduating from high school.  By empowering teens, and their families, to take a 
stronger stance in their education, and supporting them to understand the process, costs, benefits, 
and timeline of higher education BGCCOC seeks to close the education equity gap and see more low-
income students complete higher education degrees. 



 
 

Organization: Mariposa Women and Family Center 
Project: Virtual Counseling 
Amount Requested: $60,500 
 
Mariposa is seeking support for a new virtual counseling platform, which is part of the organization’s 
continuing efforts to treat underserved populations in need of mental health care. This virtual 
counseling system will allow Mariposa to reach residents of Orange County who are in need of 
treatment for a variety of mental health issues, but cannot access in-person treatment due to 
transportation issues, mobility issues, or fear of the stigma of visiting a counseling center. Mariposa’s 
new virtual counseling platform will include individual, family, and group counseling sessions, as well as 
training sessions for mental health professionals. The counseling services available on the virtual 
platform will address all of the issues currently treated at Mariposa. These issues include trauma, grief, 
substance abuse, depression, anxiety, recovery from domestic abuse, and a new treatment program 
focusing on trauma experienced by “Non Parent Expected” individuals (those who discover via a DNA 
test—like like 23 and Me—that a biological parent is not who they had previously known). 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Organization: Samaritan (in partnership with Illumination Foundation) 
Project: Samaritan – Orange County 
Amount Requested: $116,000 
 
Despite the undeniable visibility of the problem, it is not being seen what indelibly marks people 
experiencing homelessness. When a person is brought to beg strangers for help with a cardboard sign, 
it is clear they experience both a financial and relational poverty. A new technology called Samaritan 
has enabled over 10,000 residents in Seattle to directly invest into the lives of 500 unhoused residents, 
providing access to the financial capital and relational guidance needed to find a home. Samaritan 
provides smart wallets—called beacons—specifically designed for people without a home. The 
intervention has led to behavioral change, which has then led to accelerated housing, disorder 
treatment, and/or employment outcomes. Samaritan is planning to partner with the Illumination 
Foundation to bring this technology to Orange County. 


