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The Orange County Community Foundation Announces  

the Passing of Founder Judith Swayne 
 

Newport Beach, Calif. (December 1, 2014) -- The Orange County Community 
Foundation announced today that its founder Judith Swayne passed away 
peacefully in her sleep on November 29 after a prolonged battle with Alzheimer’s 
disease.  
 
“Today we honor a woman of great vision and integrity as we remember Judy 
Swayne. Judy leaves an unparalleled legacy for all who call Orange County home,” 
said Shelley Hoss, president of OCCF. “The Orange County Community Foundation 
owes its very existence to her passion, persistence and devotion to philanthropy. 
Her extraordinary accomplishments have changed the philanthropic landscape in 
Orange County forever.” 
 
Judy was exposed to a variety of social issues in South County in the decade that 
she worked as an executive aide for Orange County Supervisor Tom Riley of the 
Fifth District. It was her passion for local causes that led Judy to found the Orange 
County Community Foundation in 1989. She recruited a group of community 
leaders to make her vision a reality. She served as executive director of OCCF until 
she retired in 1999.  
 
Judy also served on numerous nonprofit boards and was a role model and mentor 
to many in the local philanthropic community.  She served on the boards of 
Whittier College, Human Options, Arts Orange County and the Keith and Judy 
Swayne Family Foundation, among others. 
 
After retirement she traveled with her husband throughout the world and 
engaged actively in philanthropy, giving back to others, something she believed in 
with a passion. It was only in the later years of Judy’s battle with Alzheimer’s 
disease that her activities became limited.   
 
A Chicago native, Judy moved with her family to Orange County at age 15 and 
graduated from Orange High School. She attended Fullerton College and 



transferred to Whittier College on a full scholarship from the Irvine Foundation. 
Shortly after graduating, she started teaching in Marin County in Northern 
California met her husband, Keith, while living in Berkeley. In 1970, the couple 
moved to Laguna Beach where she lived until moving in 2012 to Silverado 
Memory Care facility in San Juan Capistrano, where she passed. 
 
Judy is survived by her husband, Keith; their daughter Anne Swayne Keir and her 
husband Matt of Honolulu and granddaughter Linnaea Kjellberg Swayne Keir; and 
their son Kirk Swayne and his wife Charlene, of Laguna Beach. 
 
Donations can be made to the Judy Swayne Leadership Fund at the Orange 
County Community Foundation. Checks can be made payable to OCCF with “Judy 
Swayne Leadership Award” noted in the memo line and mailed to: OCCF, 4041 
MacArthur Blvd., Suite 510, Newport Beach, CA 92660. Donations can also be 
made to UCI MIND for Alzheimer’s Disease research; contact Rachel Tankersley at 
rachel@swaynes.org for details. 
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