GUIDE TO GIVING

THROUGH THE ORANGE COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

IT’S GOOD TO SHARE.
WE’RE HERE TO HELP.
Welcome to the Orange County Community Foundation! This guide
provides an overview of how OCCF can help you support the causes closest
to your heart and make the greatest impact with your giving. Whether you’re
interested in specific causes or organizations, maximizing tax advantages,
or giving as a family, we can help. We offer an array of full-service funds,
strategies and tools to support your philanthropic goals — today and for
generations to come.
Since 1989, the Orange County Community Foundation has been partnering
with individuals and families to fulfill their philanthropic and financial
objectives while supporting the causes they care about most. Together we
have awarded more than $425 million in grants and scholarships in Orange
County, across the country and around the world.
Giving through OCCF is easy, effective and enduring. Our deep insight
into the wide range of needs in our community and knowledge of local
nonprofits enable us to uniquely support your philanthropic goals. OCCF
is home to more than 500 charitable funds benefiting a wide variety of
causes. We look forward to working with you to create a giving strategy that
fits your needs and makes your philanthropic vision a reality.
Sincerely,

Shelley M. Hoss
President
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BENEFITS
OF A FUND
TARA’S CHANCE

The world is full of opportunities to give. And giving through an OCCF donor-advised fund
brings with it a wide range of benefits, flexibility, efficiency and accountability. With our
thoughtful planning and diligent stewardship on your side, you can maximize the return on
your charitable investments.
Maximum Tax Benefits

As a tax-exempt public charity, OCCF offers giving
solutions that maximize benefits to donors on
capital gains, estate and income taxes. Cash gifts
provide a deduction to offset up to 50 percent of
your annual adjusted gross income (AGI). Long
term appreciated assets may provide a deduction
to offset up to 30 percent of your AGI. And you can
carry unused deductions forward for up to five
additional years.

Flexibility

At OCCF, we can accept gifts that include
marketable securities, closely held stock,
retirement funds, limited partnership and LLC
interests, private equity and real estate. You can
give the gift outright or structure it to produce
lifetime income for you or a beneficiary.

Local Insight

We are your feet on the street. OCCF staff
members frequently visit local nonprofits and
participate in community conversations. We’re
always happy to share our knowledge and
experience with you.

Lasting Legacy

Your goodness grows. Under the stewardship
of OCCF, your gift can grow and support your
philanthropic priorities forever.
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Savvy Investing

Your gift can grow. With diligent oversight
by OCCF’s Investment Committee and the
professional guidance of our independent
investment consultant, your fund can be invested
for long-term growth, allowing you to make
generous grants for years to come.

Total Accountability

We keep you informed. With your OCCF fund,
you will receive quarterly statements to keep you
apprised of all activity. Our financial statements are
audited annually by Moss Adams LLP.

Simplicity & Ease

Giving should be easy. Creating a fund at
OCCF gives you the benefits of a private
foundation without any of the legal complexities,
administrative burdens and compliance
requirements. The result provides more enjoyment
and less stress for you.

Personalized Recognition

Your OCCF fund can bear your name or that
of your family, your loved ones or an idea that
inspires you. Or, if you prefer anonymity, we can
ensure that too.

oc-cf.org

DONOR SERVICES
Our job? To help you help others. We bring unique insight,
deep knowledge and broad networks to the table. You bring
your passion and goals. You choose the level of support you
desire: information, guidance, recommendations or all-out
engagement. We are here to help.
Acquire Insight

 xplore charitable interests
E
Engage children or grandchildren
Receive customized research reports
Tour local nonprofits
Track your giving

Build Knowledge

 ttend exclusive educational events
A
Tap into our extensive data on hundreds of local nonprofits
Gain deep understanding of local needs
Access knowledge through hundreds of U.S. community foundation
colleagues

A DREAM OF
A BRIGHTER
ORANGE
COUNTY

Nonprofit Central is
Orange County’s firstever, fully searchable
online database of more
than 500 local nonprofit
organizations. This
resource was created to
help donors and residents
better understand the local
nonprofit community. Visit
OCNonprofitCentral.org
to search by geographic
area or keyword to learn
more about the causes
close to your heart.

Refine Vision

 ssess philanthropic opportunities
A
Develop a Strategic Giving Plan
Improve grant-making skills
Design scholarship programs
Connect with donors who share your interests

Scott and Karen Green have gotten
a jump on family giving through a
10-year strategic plan the couple
developed with OCCF. Their children
Maddie (17), Cooper (14) and Brady
(11) are learning in action as they
make decisions about where and
how much to give. Now that’s next
generation philanthropy!
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ESTABLISHING A FUND
CUSTOMIZED OPTIONS
Choose from a wide range of charitable funds and tailor the timing, form and impact of
your gifts. Creating a fund is a simple process and there is no cost to establish a fund. The
OCCF team will work with you to create the fund agreement that will name your fund,
assign advisors and establish the guidelines for your fund. For all funds, OCCF provides
professional stewardship and oversight to ensure that donor intentions are honored, forever.
Donor-Advised Fund

Minimum effort, maximum impact. An OCCF
donor-advised fund allows you to create
and name a fund, serve as its advisor, and
recommend charitable distributions. Each gift to
your OCCF fund is fully deductible for income
tax purposes. OCCF handles the legal, financial
and administrative burdens, including producing
your grant checks and, when requested, tracking
results as appropriate. As a donor advisor,
you can take your time and focus on the fun
part: recommending grants from your fund. To
instill the value of giving, grandparents can
establish donor-advised funds and involve their
grandchildren as advisors.

Signature Fund

Personalized philanthropy, flexible investment
options. Our Signature Fund combines the best
features of a private foundation with all the
benefits of a donor-advised fund. The high level
of customized philanthropic support that comes
with a Signature Fund at OCCF means you enjoy
the utmost privacy, flexibility, family involvement,
recognition and expertise. A donor-advised fund
with assets of $1 million or more qualifies as a
Signature Fund.

Legacy Fund

Funded through a bequest, legacy funds carry on
your philanthropic vision even after you are gone. A
legacy fund ensures that your philanthropic vision
lives on. With careful planning, you can structure
your gifts to accomplish philanthropic, family and
financial goals in the present and build a legacy
that will grow for generations to come. It’s a lasting
way to give, share and grow.
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The Orange County Endowment

The Orange County Endowment was established
in 1994 to ensure that OCCF could respond quickly
and effectively to Orange County’s most pressing
needs in perpetuity. We have primarily focused
on human services and safety-net needs such
as food, shelter and access to healthcare for
thousands of vulnerable neighbors. Five sub-funds
also support additional fields of interest:
Excellence in Education
Health and Wellness
Arts and Culture
Environment
Special Needs

Designated Agency Endowment

If you have a deep tie to a particular nonprofit
organization, a designated agency fund allows you
to support it in perpetuity.

Scholarship Fund

Created by gifts or bequests, scholarship funds
help students cover the costs of higher education.
You may add to an existing fund or work with
OCCF staff to design one with your own criteria.
A minimum of $100,000 is required to establish a
scholarship fund.

Field-of-Interest Fund

Established to support a specific charitable
area, field-of-interest funds target specific
interests such as education, health, animal
welfare, medical research or veteran’s needs. A
minimum of $250,000 is required to establish a
field‑of‑interest fund.
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KEEPING THE MUSIC ALIVE
Jane Deming Fund

In 1995, the estate of Jane Deming established an endowed fund
at OCCF with $779,625. The fund was designed to continue Jane’s
lifelong support of music, education and therapeutic services for
troubled families and youth. Since then, the Jane Deming Fund
has granted more than $955,000 to programs including KidWorks,
the Philharmonic Society of Orange County and the Pacific
Symphony’s Class Act music education program, which puts
professional musicians in classrooms throughout Orange County.
Today, the fund’s balance exceeds $855,000, reflecting growth of
more than $75,000, even after $955,000 in grant distributions. We
know this would be music to Jane Deming’s ears.

GIVE FOR TODAY OR ENDOW FOR TOMORROW

OCCF donor-advised funds may or may not be endowed. If endowed, your original gift becomes the
corpus, or principal, of the fund, and remains invested to fuel future granting. Over time, an endowed
fund’s balance continues to grow while awarding grants every year. If not endowed, the entirety of your
original gift is available for grants right away. This is a good way to put your gift to immediate use and
continue the momentum by making contributions and awarding grants from your fund each year.

BUILDING A LIVING LEGACY
Block Family Fund

Like many families in 2008, the economic downturn brought reallife challenges to Ryan and Reshma Block, both in their careers and
on the home front. They had just adopted their young daughter and
knew they had to shift, but didn’t know how. From the downturn,
they saw an upswing. A friend introduced them to a simple
concept: Give away what you want to receive. The courageous
couple tried it. Within a few months, they opened a fund at the
Orange County Community Foundation, made their first few grants
and things started to change. OCCF helped them turn their giving
mentality into a philanthropic strategy and today they are giving
away more than ever through the Block Family Foundation.

oc-cf.org
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GIVING TO YOUR FUND
Types Of Gifts

When you are considering a significant gift, it’s
always advisable to weigh the costs and benefits
of giving cash, securities, and property, or
business interests. The Orange County Community
Foundation has the flexibility and expertise to
accept a wide range of assets. While we can’t
predict the future, we can help you consider the
impact on your finances and assess the potential
benefits for your estate in years to come.

Appreciated Assets

Avoid being taxed on capital gains. Giving longterm appreciated assets gives you a charitable
deduction for the full market value (without
triggering capital gains taxes), offsetting income
taxes of up to 30 percent of your adjusted gross
income (AGI). Unused deductions can be carried
forward for up to five additional years.

Cash

Quick and easy. Fully deductible for income
tax purposes, gifts of cash can offset up to 50
percent of your AGI. Also a great option if you’ve
experienced losses on long-term assets. Unused
deductions can be carried forward for up to five
additional years.

Closely-Held Business Interests

Attention to detail is required for these assets.
Far more complex to execute than cash, gifts of
limited liability corporations, limited partnerships,
S corporations, or family limited partnership
interests require care, consideration and careful
planning. OCCF is intimately familiar with all the
rules and will work closely with you on the details.
You contribute the asset and get a tax deduction
for the appraised fair market value, off-setting up
to 30 percent of your AGI.

Legacy And Estate Gifts

Plan now and give later. Including OCCF in your
estate plan with a properly structured gift can help:
Mitigate estate tax liability
Preserve your charitable intent
Provide legacy support for your school,
church or favorite cause
It’s a good thing to do. A bequest is an easy way
to include OCCF in your estate plan. By carefully
considering what and when to give, you can
maximize the transfer to both your heirs’ and your
favorite charities.

John and Linda Benner have ensured that a
lifetime of giving will live on through a gift of
IRA assets through their estate plan. Because
they designated the gift to The Orange County
Endowment, OCCF will use their legacy gift to
support local nonprofits for generations to come.
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GRANTING
FROM YOUR FUND
Once you’ve made a contribution to your fund, you are ready to begin recommending
grants. Grant recommendations can be submitted via a simple, secure e-form on our
website, via email, fax, or U.S. mail. Grants can be made to local, national or international
charitable organizations or efforts. Our staff will always conduct due diligence and will
contact you with any concerns.
A grant check will be issued from your fund and mailed to the recipient organization
accompanied by a cover letter explaining details of the grant.

25
4
60

$

MILLION

$

in Grants Awarded

Granted Since 1989

(Fiscal Year Ending 06/30/2016)

GIRLS INC.
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LAGUNA BEACH COMMUNITY CLINIC
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CENTER FOR ENGAGED
PHILANTHROPY
The Center for Engaged Philanthropy provides a customized level of philanthropic
service designed to support the individual needs of Signature Fund advisors and private
foundations.
OCCF has a dedicated team of professionals that will work closely with you to expand your knowledge of giving and
charitable options, as well as help you and your family engage with issues that reflect your values and passions.
We focus on supporting your unique philanthropic legacy and will help you create a family giving plan that includes a
personal philanthropic mission statement, multi-generational family engagement, access to nonprofit events and site
visits, and administration of grant programs. Most importantly, you will have direct access to our deep knowledge of
Orange County nonprofits and expert industry knowledge of the nonprofit and grantmaking landscape.
We are here to support your creative philanthropic ideas and bring them to life!

The Draper Family
Foundation has
touched the lives
of thousands of
Orange County youth
through innovative
education grants and
scholarship programs.
The Foundation, with
the help of OCCF,
is engaging second
and third generation
family members in the
leadership of its work.
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Peter and Ginny Ueberroth, of the Ueberroth Family Foundation, are making
philanthropy a family tradition. The couple has passed on this passion to their
eight grandchildren by opening donor-advised funds for each of them on their
fifth birthday.

PRIVATE FOUNDATION SUPPORT
For individuals and families who already use a private foundation, the Orange County
Community Foundation’s Center for Engaged Philanthropy can be a valuable partner. With
extensive grant-making experience and vast community knowledge, OCCF is uniquely
equipped to help extend your philanthropic reach. We have distinct skills and experience in
supporting and facilitating family traditions of giving.
Whether your foundation is new or long established, our
array of services can ease your burden with:
Research on issues, trends and fields of interest.
Personal consultation and site visits to prospective
grantees.
Extensive program, financial and governance data on
Orange County nonprofits.
Full support for your application or proposal process.
Systems for managing grant applications and
processing grant awards.
Monitoring and reporting on grantee accountability
and use of funds.
In addition, since OCCF is a public charity, we can accept
a “qualifying distribution” from your private foundation
to help fulfill your annual payout requirement. This
distribution can be placed in a fund that will be advised
by the trustees of your foundation, allowing you more
time to make your granting decisions.
oc-cf.org

Benefits of a Fund at OCCF:
No cost to establish
No excise tax on income
No annual distribution requirements
No annual reporting requirements, separate tax
return, or audit
Confidential and anonymous giving, if desired
OCCF’s expertise in supporting your grantmaking
efforts
All of these services can be customized to meet your
needs and reduce your administrative burden while
helping you achieve maximum impact with your
charitable dollars. With the support of our expert staff you
have the assurance that your foundation’s philanthropic
goals will be achieved in the most effective and efficient
manner possible.
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OUR FINANCIAL
STRENGTH
OUR PEACE OF MIND PROMISE
Your Gifts Can Grow

For more than 25 years, the Orange County
Community Foundation has provided diligent
and resourceful stewardship of charitable assets
entrusted by generous donors.
With responsibility for prudent management
of investments, the OCCF Board of Governors
establishes guidelines, approves asset allocation,
and reviews performance. The OCCF Investment
Committee implements the board’s strategy
with the support of our independent investment
advisor, Cambridge Associates.
To help donors make the most of their charitable
dollars, OCCF manages investments to maximize
returns and minimize risk. A diversified portfolio
of stocks, bonds, mutual funds and alternative
investments, managed with vigilant attention to
detail, protects your philanthropic investments
through good times and bad. That’s peace of mind.

About Cambridge Associates

In fulfillment of our stewardship responsibility for
the $265 million in assets under our care, OCCF
hired Cambridge Associates in mid-2015 as our
primary investment advisor.
Cambridge Associates was founded in 1973
to provide independent investment advice to
nonprofit institutions. Today with more than 1,100
employees, nearly 1,000 clients and $8 billion in
total assets under management, they are among
the most highly-regarded advisors to foundations,
educational institutions and charitable entities in
the U.S. Through their 40 years of service, their
fundamental mission has remained unchanged: to
help institutions and private investors around the
world meet or exceed their investment objectives
by providing proactive, unbiased advice that is
grounded in intensive and independent research.

For up-to-date information on OCCF
investments, please visit oc-cf.org/investments.

$265 $425 $60
MILLION IN

ASSETS

MILLION IN

CUMULATIVE
GRANTING

MILLION IN

GRANTS
AWARDED

$82
MILLION IN

CONTRIBUTIONS
RECEIVED

Financial Statement as of 6/30/2016. Certified public accounting firm Moss Adams LLP audits OCCF financials annually. You
can find audited financial statements and IRS Form 990 at oc-cf.org/financials.
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INVESTMENT
COMMITTEE
With responsibility for prudent management of investments, the OCCF Board of Governors
establishes guidelines, approves asset allocation, and reviews investment performance
on a quarterly basis. The OCCF Investment Committee implements the board’s strategy
with the support of our independent investment advisor, Cambridge Associates, meeting
quarterly with them to ensure proper alignment with our investment strategy and goals.
OCCF manages its charitable assets with a priority on prudent stewardship and capital
preservation, while participating in risk-appropriate growth opportunities through a
diversified portfolio of stocks, bonds, mutual funds and other investments, managed with
vigilant attention to detail. The members of our Investment Committee represent some of
the most experienced investment professionals in Orange County.
Mike Berchtold, Chair

Paul Heeschen

Ranney Draper

Timothy J. Kay

CEO
Berchtold Capital Partners

Chairman
Spring Creek Investors LLC

Richard Gadbois

Director
Argyle Street Management Limited

Managing Partner
Heeschen & Associates

Partner
Snell & Wilmer

Andrew Policano

Dean’s Leadership Circle
Endowed Professor & Director
Center for Investment & Wealth
Management
UC Irvine

Paul Westhead

Managing Director
Rimrock Capital Management, LLC

Greg Palmer

Managing Partner
GPalmer & Associates

FOR INVESTMENT QUESTIONS CONTACT:
Tracy Branson, CPA

Vice President, Finance & Administration
949.553.4202 ext. 233
tbranson@oc-cf.org

oc-cf.org
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PROFESSIONAL
ADVISORS
We’re here to help develop a charitable
plan that includes the financial goals and
philanthropic interests of your client, which is
both a privilege and a challenge.
The Orange County Community Foundation
considers attorneys, CPAs, financial planners,
trust officers and other professionals to be
valued partners in charitable giving and know
it is no small task to develop a comprehensive
and effective giving strategy for your clients.
With our thoughtful planning and diligent
stewardship, your clients can maximize the
return on their charitable investments.

We Can Help:

Identify your clients’ charitable interests
and goals.
Match personal charitable interests with
tax planning needs.
Create and implement charitable plans
integrated with major business, personal
and financial decisions.
Provide information on community needs
and the organizations making a difference
in the areas your clients care about most.
Deliver grant-making expertise and a
range of administrative services related to
charitable giving.

Learn more about our services for professional
advisors at oc-cf.org/partner-with-us.

ADVISOR HIGHLIGHT
Timothy J. Kay, Esq.

Partner, Snell & Wilmer
Timothy J. Kay, Esq. is a partner at Orange County-based Snell & Wilmer L.L.P. focusing
his practice on tax, trust and estate matters with an emphasis in estate planning, trust
and probate administration, estate and gift taxation and trust and estate litigation.
“Over the past several years OCCF has provided me with the tools and resources
to help execute effective philanthropic strategies for my clients to increase the
value of their charitable gifts,” Tim said. “Most importantly, I appreciate how OCCF
is flexible to the unique needs of my clients. They have the ability to nimbly provide
customized giving solutions that produce a more effective impact with the available
resources, as well as maximize opportunities for donors.”
A long-time advocate for the Orange County Community Foundation, he has served
on its Board Governors, including as a chairperson, and is a current member of the
Advisory Board and Investment Committee.
“OCCF jumped in to help one of my clients in the formation of a supporting
organization, which was the optimal charitable vehicle given their needs and objectives.
OCCF representatives sit on the board of directors and the supporting organization
helps achieve OCCF’s mission of increasing philanthropy in Orange County. My clients
were able to achieve their charitable giving goals with the help of OCCF.”
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YOUR PARTNERS
IN PHILANTHROPY
Whether you seek to maximize current giving, develop a tradition of family philanthropy or
ensure a lasting charitable legacy in your community, we can support you as your partner
for strategic and effective giving.

Todd Hanson

Shelley M. Hoss

Vice President
Center for Engaged
Philanthropy
949.553.4202 ext. 244
thanson@oc-cf.org

President
949.553.4202 ext. 225
shoss@oc-cf.org

Cathleen Otero

Tracy Branson, CPA

Vice President
Donor Relations &
Programs
949.553.4202 ext. 240
cotero@oc-cf.org

Vice President
Finance & Administration
949.553.4202 ext. 233
tbranson@oc-cf.org

Mary Jacobson

Vice President
Philanthropic Planning &
External Relations
949.553.4202 ext. 222
mjacobson@oc-cf.org

oc-cf.org
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4041 MacArthur Blvd., Suite 510
Newport Beach, CA 92660
949.553.4202
oc-cf.org

ocnonprofitcentral.org

iheartoc.org

@OCCommunityFdn
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