
APPLY ONLINE: www.rbffoundation.org

APPLICATION DEADLINE:  APRIL 30, 2017
Check out www.rbffoundation.org for more information 
about the scholarship, previous winners’ projects, and 
answers to Frequently Asked Questions.  

For more information, email mfscholarship@gmail.com or 
call The Community Foundation for Greater New Haven at 
203-777-2386.

AWARDS AND SELECTION OF RECIPIENTS   

We will select the applicants who show the most promise 
as innovative, creative problem solvers on the basis of the 
projects described in their essays and letters of support, 
and other information included with the application.  
Connecticut and New York City Metropolitan Area high 
school  juniors and seniors, as well as applicants to, and 
freshmen at, Connecticut and New York City colleges, 
are eligible to apply for the scholarship.  We anticipate 
granting awards of up to $5000 per year to each applicant 
who demonstrates exceptional innovation and creativity.  
Financial need does not affect the judges’ decision about 
winning projects, but it does determine the amount each 
winner of the four-year scholarship receives.

The Community Foundation for Greater New Haven 
administers the scholarship.

MILTON FISHER SCHOLARSHIP 

for INNOVATION
and CREATIVITY

a four-year Scholarship of up to $20,000 (granting awards of up to $5000 per year to each winner)
for exceptionally Innovative and Creative High School Juniors, Seniors and College Freshmen who  

--are from Connecticut or the New York City metro area (and plan to attend  or are attending college anywhere in the U.S.)  
OR  

--are from any part of the U.S. who plan to attend (or are attending) college in CT or NYC

Apply for this  
scholarship if you are:

. . . a student who has come up 
with a distinctive solution to a 
problem faced by your family, 
school, community or the world

. . . a student who has solved 
an artistic, scientific, or 
technical problem in a 
new or unusual way

. . . a student who has developed an 
innovative way to save the environment 
or improve people’s health



2016 WINNERS
TING GAO (MOUNT ST MARY ACADEMY, KENMORE, 
NY)   Finding that many students with special 
needs or financial difficulties whom she tutored 
at her local library couldn’t afford basic school 
supplies, Ting wanted to find a way to help. She 
founded a student-run non-profit that provides 
essential school supplies year round, not just 
during the back-to-school time period. The group 
pays for them by collecting empty ink cartridges 
and old electronics from local businesses, 
essentially establishing a “recycling network.” 
The 50-member student-run organization has 
distributed more than a thousand items at five 
high schools in Western New York—including two 
new printers and five laptop computers. She plans 
to study biomedical engineering at Yale. 

CHINANU GUBOR  (HILL REGIONAL CAREER HIGH 
SCHOOL, NEW HAVEN, CT) Chinanu, who was born 
and raised in the US, was concerned that children 
in her family’s village in Nigeria lacked basic  
information to protect themselves  from disease. 
To help them learn about hygiene, first aid and 
disease prevention, she developed creative, 
illustrated, kid-friendly teaching materials and 
raised funds to distribute them along with first 
aid kits to 470 children in  the village—the start, 
she hopes, of a health curriculum that will help 
them recognize, avoid, and treat malaria and 
typhoid. She will study Pre-Med/Physiology and 
Neurobiology at the University of Connecticut.  

KIANJAI HUGGAN (HOUSATONIC VALLEY REGIONAL 
HIGH SCHOOL, FALLS VILLAGE, CT)  Kianjai became 
interested in finding a smartphone software 
program that would help blind people better scan 
signs, books and other items after discovering the 
struggle a friend of hers had with having to read 
Braille as a germophobe. Kianjai developed the 
coding for a program that will allow Braille to be 
read through a camera and spoken out as audio, 
allowing  Braille text to be read at the touch of 
a button. She is developing software that will 
be compatible  with Braille keyboards. She plans 
to study computer science at the University of 
Connecticut.

ABIGAIL KELLY (SACRED HEART ACADEMY, HAMDEN, 
CT)   Aware of the role that the lack of disinfectants 
play in spreading disease in Africa, Abigail devised 
an experiment to convert mangoes and oranges 
into ethanol using a simple fermentation/
distillation process and researched the economics 
involved. She found that converting surplus fruit 
to ethanol could economically produce large 
amounts of effective alcohol-based disinfectant 
for hand sanitizers and other uses that could help 
stem the spread of Ebola and other infectious 
disease in poor West African countries. She is a 
high school junior.

XERXES LIBSCH (REGIS HIGH SCHOOL, NEW YORK, 
NY)   Returning to an area in which he had camped 
as a child, Xerxes was appalled to see manure and 
animal waste polluting a stream that fed into 

drinking water reservoirs serving New York City, 
and invasive species of plants crippling the local 
ecosystem. After researching the best ways to 
restore and revive the ecology of the farm and the 
area around it, he inspired and led many volunteers 
to dig a new waste management system, remove 
invasive plants, and build a learning center that 
will serve the public for years to come. He plans to 
study mechanical engineering at Princeton. 

HELEN LIU (AMITY REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL, 
ORANGE, CT)  Aware that lysosome dysfunction in 
cells reduces their ability to break down, recycle 
and reuse materials—a problem that can lead to 
disorders such as Gaucher Disease—Helen sought 
to find an efficient and low-cost way to support 
healthy lysosome function using chaperone-based 
therapy. Her experiment paves the way for a novel 
drug treatment for Gaucher Disease.  She plans to 
study biochemistry at Stanford University. 

SABINA LONDON (NORTHERN VALLEY REGIONAL 
HIGH SCHOOL, DEMAREST, NJ)  Troubled by 
the lack of girls in her advanced science and 
math classes freshman year in high school, 
Sabina founded “Girls Science Interactive,” a 
non-profit   that provides free STEM summer 
camps for elementary- and middle-school girls. 
Focused around group discussions and hands-on 
experiments, the girls who attend the camp learn 
about topics such as energy and matter, global 
warming and renewable energy, astronomy, 
chemistry and neuroscience. Sabina has worked 
with other high school and college students to 
organize similar camps in their communities, 
and has helped raise funds for them. Camps are 
now offered in Florida, Kentucky, Louisiana, New 
Jersey, New York and Pennsylvania. She plans to 
study biology or cognitive and brain sciences at 
Tufts University. 

2016 HONORABLE MENTIONS

ARIEL CREAMER (EDWARD R. MURROW HIGH 
SCHOOL, BROOKLYN, NY)  After watching 
Hurricane Sandy destroy her community, Ariel 
created Survivors Silver Lining. Using Facebook 
to match generous donors with children who had 
lost cherished items in the storm, she got a large 
Lego collection to  a child who loved Legos but 
had lost his own, and over sixty bikes to replace 
bikes lost in the storm. She is a high school junior. 

DONGBEOM EEM (SARATOGA HIGH SCHOOL, 
SARATOGA, CA) Tapping into both his passion 
for music and desire to help others, Dongbeom 
created the Great Ensemble of Musicians, a 
program that encourages advanced students 
to give free music lessons to younger students 
in his high school and that increased students’ 
proficiency as musicians and also helped develop 
a sense of community at the school. He will study 
economics and history at Columbia University. 

YAMIYA FOWLKES (SCHOOL WITHOUT WALLS, 
WASHINGTON, D.C.) conducted an innovative 
and ambitious aerospace engineering study 

to determine how to increase fuel efficiency in 
aircraft by evaluating wing geometry and other 
aspects of an aircraft’s construction. She plans 
to study aeronautical engineering at New York 
University. 

ISABELLE GELLER (HILL REGIONAL CAREER HIGH 
SCHOOL, NEW HAVEN, CT) After researching 
the issue herself, Isabelle devised creative 
ways of making students in both privileged 
and underserved communities near her home 
more aware of the complex issue of education 
inequality. She will study political science at the 
University of Connecticut. 

CATHERINE HUA (BROOKLYN TECHNICAL HIGH 
SCHOOL, BROOKLYN, NY) Concerned by the fact 
that antibiotic-resistant bacteria increasingly 
challenge the effectiveness of current antibiotics, 
Catherine Hua conducted an innovative 
experiment to synthesize novel antibiotics that 
would be less vulnerable to antibiotic-resistant 
bacteria. She will study biochemistry at Johns 
Hopkins University.

JONAS LUSTBADER (HAMDEN HALL COUNTRY 
DAY SCHOOL, HAMDEN, CT)  To encourage a love 
of reading among children with few books in 
their homes, Jonas created The Gift of Words, 
an organization that has presented over 1300 
kindergarten through fourth-grade children   with 
individually-selected books on their birthdays.  He 
is a high school junior.

ANUOLUWAPO OSIBAJO (THE FREDERICK 
DOUGLASS ACADEMY, NEW YORK, NY) created a 
free photo-journalism publication, “OKIDS,” to 
explore serious issues such as poverty and hunger 
for a diverse global audience of children in the 
United States, United Kingdom the Philippines, 
Japan, and Ethiopia. She plans to major in political 
science and economics at Georgetown University. 

NICHOLAS SERRAMBANA (CLASSICAL MAGNET 
HIGH SCHOOL, HARTFORD, CT) Fascinated by the 
accessibility of music and its potential to serve 
as a catalyst for change, Nicholas organized a 
multifaceted conference. He also organized  a 
music festival that attracted hundreds of people 
from across Connecticut and that raised funds for 
a charity dedicated to mental health issues that 
honored a child killed at Sandy Hook Elementary.  
He will study philosophy and math at Yale. 

TESSA SOUTHWELL (PALOS VERDES PENINSULA 
HIGH SCHOOL, ROLLING HILLS ESTATES, CA) Having 
had her own love of writing sparked by her 
involvement in the newspaper she cofounded in her 
elementary school, Tessa organized PressFriends, 
a student volunteer group that helps 3000 
diverse and underprivileged elementary-school 
students create, design, and run newspapers in 
their schools. She also created a range of other 
programs that help volunteer student mentors 
inspire children   to explore creative opportunities 
they would not otherwise be able to experience or 
afford. She will study acting at NYU’s Tisch School 
of the Arts. 


