
Guide to Giving

GIVE SHARE GROW



Welcome to the Orange County Community Foundation! This guide provides an overview of how 

OCCF can help you support the causes closest to your heart and accomplish the most with your  

giving. Whether you’re interested in specific causes or organizations, maximizing tax advantages, or 

giving as a family, we can help. We offer an array of full-service funds, strategies and tools to support 

your philanthropic goals — today and forever.

Since 1989, the Orange County Community Foundation has been partnering with individuals and  

families to fulfill their philanthropic and financial objectives while supporting the causes they care 

about most. Together we have awarded more than $330 million in grants and scholarships in  

Orange County, across the country and around the world.

Giving through OCCF is easy, effective and enduring. Our deep insight into the wide range of needs in 

our community and knowledge of local nonprofits enable us to uniquely support your philanthropic 

It’s Good to Share. We’re Here to Help.
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WELCOME



goals. For more than a generation, we have inspired impactful giving and mobilized resources to 

strengthen our community. 

OCCF is home to more than 500 charitable funds benefitting a wide variety of causes. We hope this 

guide serves as an effective resource as you explore your philanthropic options. We look forward to 

working with you to create a giving strategy that fits your needs and objectives.

      Sincerely,

Shelley M. Hoss, President
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GIVE
The world is full of opportunities to give. And giving through an OCCF donor-advised fund brings with it a 
wide range of benefits, flexibility, efficiency and accountability. With our thoughtful planning and diligent 
stewardship on your side, you can maximize the return on your charitable investments.

MAXIMUM TAX BENEFITS
As a tax-exempt public charity, OCCF offers giving 
solutions that maximize benefits to donors on 
capital gains, estate and income taxes. Cash gifts 
provide a deduction to offset up to 50 percent  
of your annual adjusted gross income (AGI). Long-
term appreciated assets may provide a deduction 
to offset up to 30 percent of your AGI. And you  
can carry unused deductions forward for up to  
five additional years.

FLEXIBILITY
At OCCF, we can process gifts of marketable 
securities, closely held stock, retirement funds, 
limited partnership and LLC interests, and real 
estate. You can give the gift outright or structure it 
to produce lifetime income for you or a beneficiary.

TRUE SIMPLICITY
Giving should be easy. Creating a fund at 
OCCF gives you the benefits of a private 
foundation without any of the legal complexities, 
administrative burdens and compliance 
requirements. The result provides more  
enjoyment and less stress for you.

PERSONALIZED RECOGNITION
Your OCCF fund can bear your name or that of your 
family, your hero or your loved one. Or, if you prefer 
anonymity, we can ensure that too.

SAVVY INVESTING
Your gift can grow. With diligent oversight by 
OCCF’s Investment Committee and the professional 
guidance of our independent investment 
consultant, your fund can be invested for long-term 
growth, allowing you to make generous grants for 
years to come.

TOTAL ACCOUNTABILITY
We keep you informed. With your OCCF fund, 
you will receive quarterly statements to keep you 
apprised of all activity. An annual independent 
audit by Moss Adams LLP is available to all donor 
advisors.

LOCAL INSIGHT
We are your feet on the street. OCCF staff members 
frequently visit local nonprofits and participate in 
community conversations. We’re always happy to  
share our knowledge and experience with you.

LASTING LEGACY
Your goodness grows. Under the stewardship 
of OCCF, your gift can grow and support your 
philanthropic priorities forever.

Maximize Your Impact
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SHARE

FOR PERSONALIZED SERVICE CONTACT: 

Todd Hanson  
Vice President of Donor & Community Engagement 
949.553.4202 ext. 44 or thanson@oc-cf.org  

Our job? To help you help others. We bring unique insight, deep knowledge and broad networks to the 
table. You bring your passion and goals. You choose the level of support you desire: information, guidance, 
recommendations or all-out engagement. We are here to help. 

Donor Services

ACQUIRE INSIGHT
  •  Explore charitable interests
  •  Engage children or grandchildren
  •  Receive customized research reports
  •  Tour local nonprofits
  •  Track your giving

BUILD KNOWLEDGE
  •  Attend exclusive educational events
  •   Tap extensive data on hundreds of local 

nonprofits
  •  Gain deep knowledge of local needs
  •   Access knowledge through hundreds of  

our U.S. community foundation colleagues

REFINE VISION
  •  Assess philanthropic opportunities
  •  Develop a Strategic Giving Plan
  •  Improve grant-making skills
  •  Design scholarship programs
  •  Connect with donors who share your interests

A DREAM OF A BRIGHTER

ORANGE COUNTY 
Nonprofit Central is Orange County’s 

first-ever, fully searchable online database 
of local nonprofit organizations. This 

resource was created to help donors and  
residents better understand the  

local nonprofit community. 

Visit OCNonprofitCentral.org to search 
by geographic area or keyword to support 

the causes close to your heart. 
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GROW
A legacy fund ensures that your philanthropic vision lives on. With careful planning, you can structure your 
gifts to accomplish philanthropic, family and financial goals in the present and build a legacy that will grow 
for generations to come. By planning a legacy gift during your lifetime you sow seeds of generosity that will 
bear fruit for generations. It’s a lasting way to give, share and grow.

What’s Your Legacy?

A GIFT TO FUTURE GENERATIONS 
James H. Warne 

In 2013, the generosity of longtime Orange County 
resident James H. Warne resulted in the largest 
single contribution in OCCF history: an estate gift of 
nearly $35 million. Mr. Warne worked with his estate 
planning attorney and directed OCCF to steward 
his charitable legacy by establishing an endowed 
fund decades before his passing. He wanted to 
ensure that his vision yields never-ending returns 
for the causes he held closest to his heart, including 
providing educational resources for local students, 
preserving endangered species and supporting 
guide dogs for disabled individuals.  
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KEEPING THE MUSIC ALIVE
Jane Deming Fund

In 1995, the estate of Jane Deming established 
an endowed fund at OCCF with $779,625. The 
fund was designed to continue Jane’s lifelong 
support of music, education and therapeutic 
services for troubled families and youth. Since 
then, the Jane Deming Fund has granted more 
than $866,000 to programs including KidWorks, 
the Philharmonic Society of Orange County and 
the Pacific Symphony’s Class Act music education 
program, which puts professional musicians in 
classrooms throughout Orange County. Today, the 
fund’s balance exceeds $925,000, reflecting growth 
of more than $145,000, even after $866,000 in grant 
distributions. We know this would be music to Jane 
Deming’s ears.

BUILDING A LIVING LEGACY
Block Family Fund

Like many families in 2008, the economic downturn 
brought real-life challenges to Ryan and Reshma 
Block, both in their careers and on the home front. 
They had just adopted their young daughter and 
knew they had to shift, but didn’t know how. From 
the downturn, they saw an upswing. A friend 
introduced them to a simple concept: Give away 
what you want to receive. The courageous couple 
tried it. Within a few months, they opened a fund at 
the Orange County Community Foundation, made 
their first few grants and things started to change. 
OCCF helped them turn their giving mentality into 
a philanthropic strategy and today they are giving 
away more than ever through the Block Family 
Foundation.  
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Through its Accelerate Change Together (ACT) Anaheim partnership with Disneyland Resort, Angels Baseball 
and Anaheim Ducks, OCCF awarded $1.5 million in inaugural grants in 2014 to ten nonprofits working to 
meet the academic, social and economic challenges of vulnerable youth in Anaheim. Funding through this 
program allowed for the creation of new services and programs, as well as the expansion and enhancement of 
existing programs offered by selected nonprofits. Plans for ACT II are underway with the next round of grants 
scheduled for June 2015. Learn more at oc-cf.org/ACTAnaheim.
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In celebration of our 25th anniversary, OCCF 
powered ioc, Orange County’s first county-
wide giving day on April 21-22, 2015.  Our 
goal to inspire community members to come 
together with extra-mile giving in support of 
the exemplary work of 347 local nonprofits 
resulted in $1,813,460 raised during a  
30-hour period. To view the full results or  
learn more, visit iheartoc.org/#leaderboard.

GIVE WHERE  
YOUR HEART  
LIVES

TAKING 
ACTION 

TO CREATE 
CHANGE

THE  
WELCOME  

HOME  
THEY  

DESERVE

COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP INITIATIVES
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On February 19, 2015, OCCF was proud to unveil “The State of 
the American Veteran: The Orange County Veterans Study.”  
This groundbreaking report found servicemen and women coming 
home to Orange County are significantly underprepared for civilian 
life and face significant challenges securing adequate employment, 
finding stable housing and meeting physical and mental health 
needs. OCCF is planning a coordinated, county-wide response in 
partnership with local donors and business and community leaders. 
To get involved, visit oc-cf.org/Veterans or email Carol Ferguson  
at cferguson@oc-cf.org.

THE  
WELCOME  

HOME  
THEY  

DESERVE



Laguna Beach Community Clinic

Choose from a wide range of charitable funds and tailor the timing, form and impact of your gifts. For all 
funds, OCCF provides professional stewardship and oversight to ensure that donor intentions are honored, 
forever.

DONOR-ADVISED FUND
Minimum effort, maximum impact. An OCCF donor-
advised fund allows you to create and name a fund, 
serve as its advisor, and recommend charitable 
distributions. Each gift to your OCCF fund triggers 
an immediate tax deduction. OCCF handles 
the legal, financial and administrative burdens, 
including producing your grant checks and, when 
requested, tracking results as appropriate. As a 
donor advisor, you can take your time and focus on 
the fun part: recommending grants from your fund.

To instill the value of giving, grandparents can 
establish donor-advised funds and involve their 
grandchildren as advisors.

SIGNATURE FUND
Our Signature Fund combines the best features of 
a private foundation with all the advantages of a 
donor-advised fund. The high level of customized 
philanthropic support that comes with a Signature 
Fund at OCCF means you enjoy the utmost privacy, 
flexibility, family involvement, recognition and 
expertise.

A donor-advised fund with assets of $1 million 
or more qualifies as a Signature Fund.

Contact us to learn about 
exclusive services available 

for Signature Funds. 
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Customized Options

GIVE FOR TODAY OR  
ENDOW FOR TOMORROW 

OCCF donor-advised funds may or may  
not be endowed. If endowed, your original 

gift becomes the corpus, or principal, of 
the fund, and remains invested to fuel 

future granting. Over time, an endowed 
fund’s balance continues to grow while 

awarding grants every year.

If not endowed, your original gift is 
available for grants right away. This is a 
good way to put your gift to immediate 

use and continue the momentum by 
making contributions and awarding  

grants from your fund each year.

ESTABLISHING A FUND



Pacific Marine Mammal CenterGirls Inc.

LEGACY FUND
Funded through a bequest, legacy funds carry on 
your philanthropic vision even after you are gone. 

THE ORANGE COUNTY ENDOWMENT
The Orange County Endowment was established 
in 1994 to ensure that OCCF could respond quickly 
and effectively to Orange County’s most pressing 
needs in perpetuity. We have primarily focused on 
human services and safety-net needs such as food, 
shelter and access to healthcare for thousands of 
vulnerable neighbors. Five sub-funds also support 
specific fields of interest:
  •  Excellence in Education
  •  Health and Wellness
  •  Arts and Culture
  •  Environment
  •  Special Needs

DESIGNATED AGENCY ENDOWMENT
If you have a deep tie to a particular nonprofit 
organization, a designated agency fund allows  
you to support it in perpetuity.

SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Created by gifts or bequests, scholarship funds help 
students cover the costs of higher education. You 
may add to an existing fund or work with OCCF 
staff to design one with your own criteria.

FIELD-OF-INTEREST FUND
Established to support a specific charitable area, 
field-of-interest funds target specific interests 
such as education, health, animal welfare, medical 
research or veterans needs.
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TYPES OF GIFTS
When you are considering a significant gift, it’s 
always advisable to weigh the costs and benefits 
of giving cash, securities, property or business 
interests. OCCF has the flexibility and expertise 
to accept a wide range of assets. While we can’t 
predict the future, we can help you consider the 
impact on your finances and assess the potential 
benefits for your estate in years to come.

APPRECIATED ASSETS
Avoid being taxed on capital gains. Giving long-
term appreciated assets gives you a charitable 
deduction for the full market value (without 
triggering capital gains taxes), off-setting income 
taxes of up to 30 percent of your adjusted gross 
income (AGI). Unused deductions can be carried 
forward for up to five additional years.

CASH
Quick and easy. Fully deductible for income 
tax purposes, gifts of cash can offset up to 50 
percent of your AGI. Also a great option if you’ve 
experienced losses on long-term assets. Unused 
deductions can be carried forward for up to five 
additional years.

CLOSELY-HELD BUSINESS INTERESTS
Attention to detail is required for these assets. 
Far more complex to execute than cash, gifts of 
limited liability corporations, limited partnerships, 
or family limited partnership interests require 
care, consideration and careful planning. OCCF is 
intimately familiar with all the rules and will work 
closely with you on the details. You contribute the 
asset and get a tax deduction for the appraised  
fair market value, off-setting up to 30 percent of 
your AGI. 

LEGACY AND ESTATE GIFTS
Plan now and give later. Including OCCF in your 
estate plan with a properly structured gift can help:
  •  Mitigate estate tax liability
  •  Preserve your charitable intent
  •   Provide legacy support for your school, church  

or favorite cause

It’s a good thing to do. A bequest is an easy way 
to include OCCF in your estate plan. By carefully 
considering what and when to give, you can 
maximize the transfer to both your heirs’ and  
your favorite charities.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

Jeff Swanson  
Vice President of Philanthropic Services 
949.553.4202 ext. 39 or jswanson@oc-cf.org  
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Philanthropic Opportunities

GIVING TO YOUR FUND
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The Green Family

SCOTT AND KAREN GREEN have gotten a jump on family giving through a  
10-year strategic plan the couple developed with OCCF. Their children—Maddie, 15, 
Cooper, 12, and Brady, 9—are learning in action as they make decisions about where 
and how much to give. Now that’s next generation philanthropy! 

John & Linda Benner

JOHN & LINDA BENNER A lifetime  
of giving will live on through the Benners’ 
gift of IRA assets through their estate 
plan. Because they designated the gift to 
The Orange County Endowment, OCCF 
will ensure that their support benefits 
local nonprofits for generations to come.

Children  
are never  

too young to  
learn about 

giving.

A Lifetime of Giving!



FOR PRIVATE FOUNDATION SERVICES CONTACT:

Todd Hanson  
Vice President of Donor & Community Engagement  
949.553.4202 ext. 44 or thanson@oc-cf.org  
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For individuals and families who already use a private foundation, the Orange County Community 
Foundation can be a valuable partner. With extensive grant-making experience and vast community 
knowledge, OCCF is uniquely equipped to help you extend your philanthropic reach. We have distinct skills 
and experience in supporting and facilitating family traditions of giving.

Whether your foundation is new or long-
established, our array of services can ease your 
burden with:
  •  Research on issues, trends and fields of interest.
  •   Personal consultation and site visits to 

prospective grantees.
  •   Extensive program, financial and governance 

data on area nonprofits.
  •   Full support for your application or proposal 

process.
  •   Systems for managing grant applications and 

processing grant awards.
  •   Monitoring and reporting on grantee 

accountability and use of funds.

In addition, since OCCF is a public charity, we can 
accept a “qualifying distribution” from your private 
foundation to help fulfill your annual payout 
requirement. This distribution can be placed in a 
fund that will be advised by the trustees of your 
foundation, allowing you more time to make your 
granting decisions.

The benefits of a fund at OCCF include:
  •  No cost to establish
  •  No excise tax on income
  •  No annual distribution requirements
  •   No annual reporting requirements, separate tax 

return, or audit
  •  Confidential and anonymous giving, if desired
  •   OCCF’s expertise in supporting your grant-

making efforts

All of these services can be customized to meet 
your needs and reduce your administrative burden 
while helping you achieve maximum impact 
with your charitable dollars.  With our expert 
staff support you have the assurance that your 
foundation’s philanthropic goals will be achieved in 
the most effective and efficient manner possible.

Our Signature Fund program 
combines the best features of 
a private foundation with all 

the benefits of a donor-advised 
fund. This customized option 
provides the utmost privacy, 

flexibility and recognition.  
Call us to learn more.

Family and Private Foundation Services

A PARTNER FOR YOUR FOUNDATION
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The Ueberroth Family

The Draper Family

THE DRAPER FAMILY FOUNDATION has touched the lives of thousands  
of Orange County youth through innovative education grants and scholarship 
programs. The Foundation, with the help of OCCF, is engaging second and third 
generation family members in the leadership of its work. 

PETER & GINNY UEBERROTH are making philanthropy a family tradition.   
The couple has passed on this passion to their eight grandchildren by opening  
donor-advised funds for each of them on their fifth birthday.  



YOUR GIFTS CAN GROW
For more than 25 years, the Orange County 
Community Foundation has provided diligent 
and resourceful stewardship of charitable assets 
entrusted by generous donors. Today, OCCF 
manages more than $250 million in donor-
advised and discretionary funds. 

With responsibility for prudent management 
of investments, the OCCF Board of Governors 
establishes guidelines, approves asset allocation, 
and reviews performance. The OCCF Investment 
Committee implements the board’s strategy with 
the support of an independent investment advisor.

To help donors make the most of their charitable 
dollars, OCCF manages investments to maximize 
returns and minimize risk. A diversified portfolio 
of stocks, bonds, mutual funds and alternative 
investments, managed with vigilant attention to 
detail, protects your philanthropic investments 
through good times and bad. That’s peace of mind.

SOLID PERFORMANCE
Since 1989, OCCF has helped Orange County’s 
generous citizens realize their charitable dreams. 
One of more than 750 community foundations 
in the U.S., OCCF was created through gifts from 
individuals, families and businesses that care about 
our region. 

Funds are invested for growth…financial growth 
through investment income and community 
growth through grants to charitable organizations. 

Like other community foundations, OCCF is a 
permanent and public charity that is governed  
to meet community needs for the present and  
the future.

For up-to-date information on OCCF 
investments, please visit oc-cf.org/investments

The Peace of Mind Promise

FOR INVESTMENT QUESTIONS CONTACT:

Tracy Branson, CPA  
Vice President of Finance & Administration 
949.553.4202 ext. 33 or tbranson@oc-cf.org  
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OUR FINANCIAL STRENGTH

Financial Statement as 12/31/2014

Certified public accounting firm Moss Adams LLP 
audits OCCF financials annually. You can find audited 
financial statements and IRS Form 990 at oc-cf.org/
financials.

MILLION IN 
ASSETS

$250
MILLION IN 

CUMULATIVE 
GRANTING

$330

MILLION IN 
GRANTS 

AWARDED

$50
MILLION IN  

CONTRIBUTIONS 
RECEIVED

$80



FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

Jeff Swanson  
Vice President of Philanthropic Services 
949.553.4202 ext. 39 or jswanson@oc-cf.org  

Like most donors, you rely on key advisors for trusted 
advice and support in making strategic financial 
decisions. The same should be true for you when 
making charitable giving decisions. The Philanthropic 
Services team at OCCF partners with tax advisors and 
financial planners to help guide families seeking to make 
a philanthropic impact. Acting as the charitable arm of 
your financial planning team, we seamlessly integrate 
with your advisors to develop a personalized and 
rewarding giving experience for you and your family. 
As your philanthropic and financial goals are realized, 
amazing things start happening for nonprofits and the 
community. We consider this a shared victory for you 
and Orange County. 

Trusted Advice and Support
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“The Orange County Community Foundation helps donors 
engage in effective philanthropy so that their gifts can deliver 
even more value. I appreciate the simplicity of giving through 
the foundation and the flexibility it affords my clients.” 

– Timothy J. Kay, Partner, Snell & Wilmer

How OCCF Can Help:
  •   Identify charitable giving 

interests that can be matched 
with tax planning needs.

  •   Design and execute charitable 
plans that reflect philanthropic 
and financial goals. 

  •   Give in-depth insight into 
community needs and nonprofit 
programs that speak to your 
heart.

YOUR PROFESSIONAL ADVISORS



We’re here to serve. Whether you seek to maximize current giving, develop a tradition of family 
philanthropy or ensure a lasting charitable legacy in the community, we can help. 

Philanthropic Services Team

SHELLEY M. HOSS
President 

949.553.4202 ext. 25
shoss@oc-cf.org  

JEFF A. SWANSON, CSPG
Vice President  

Philanthropic Services
949.553.4202 ext. 39
jswanson@oc-cf.org

 

LISA WILTERINK
Philanthropic  

Services Officer 
949.553.4202 ext. 42
lwilterink@oc-cf.org  

PRISCILLA AGUILAR
Philanthropic  

Services Assistant
949.553.4202 ext. 21
paguilar@oc-cf.org  

PAUL HEESCHEN, CHAIR
Managing Partner
Heeschen & Associates

MIKE BERCHTOLD
CEO
Berchtold Capital Partners

RANNEY DRAPER
Chairman
Spring Creek Investors LLC

RICHARD GADBOIS
Argyle Street Management Limited

TIMOTHY J. KAY
Partner
Snell & Wilmer

GREG PALMER
Managing Partner 
GPalmer & Associates

ANDREW POLICANO
Dean’s Leadership Circle
Endowed Professor & Director
Center for Investment & Wealth Management
UC Irvine

PAUL WESTHEAD
Managing Director
Rimrock Capital Management, LLC

Investment Committee
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STRATEGIC PARTNERS



2015 Board of Governors

VICKI BOOTH, Chair
President 

Ueberroth Family Foundation  

DOUG HOLTE, Vice Chair
President 

Irvine Company Office Properties  

KEITH SWAYNE, Treasurer & Secretary
Founder 

Keith & Judy Swayne Family Foundation 

HERBERT BEDOLFE
Executive Director 
Marisla Foundation

MIKE BERCHTOLD
CEO 

Berchtold Capital Partners

RESHMA BLOCK
Founder 

Block Family Foundation

DANIEL BOLAR
Partner 

Bolar Hirsch & Jennings LLP

MANUEL GÓMEZ, PH.D.
Vice Chancellor, Emeritus 

University of California, Irvine

PAUL HEESCHEN
Managing Partner 

Heeschen & Associates

DR. ALBERTO MANETTA
Professor Emeritus 

UCI School of Medicine

ANOOSHEH OSKOUIAN
President & CEO

Ship & Shore Environmental

GREG PALMER
Managing Partner

GPalmer & Associates

KELLY THORNTON SMITH
Founder

Center for Living Peace

SUSANNA VAKILI 
Community Volunteer

DEANNA COLGLAZIER
Community Strategist & 

Former Business Executive
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