
If you have been thinking about how you can change lives through supporting the education of talented, disadvantaged or 
re-entering students, a scholarship fund offers an excellent opportunity to fulfill your charitable vision. 

Opportunities & Benefits
Establishing a scholarship fund with the Orange County Community Foundation allows donors to make a significant impact on 
the lives of students who wish to pursue a higher education. Scholarships may help students who are unable to afford college or 
give certain students the extra encouragement they need to continue their education.  A scholarship fund provides the same tax 
benefits of a donor-advised fund and still allows donors to focus support on a particular area of interest. Scholarship funds offer 
a tangible sense of the impact of philanthropy and can be extremely rewarding.

Customization
There are many reasons donors decide to establish a scholarship fund. Scholarships can be created to memorialize a loved one, 
help disadvantaged students, recognize academic excellence, or reward community involvement. OCCF works with each donor 
to make sure the scholarship criteria reflect his or her personal goals and interests.

Establishing a Fund
Every scholarship fund is unique to the donor who establishes it. OCCF makes the set up process simple and convenient while 
still giving personal attention to the details of each scholarship. Our staff works closely with donors to set up criteria that will 
target and attract the students they wish to support. We also handle all aspects of the scholarship administration and have 
regular contact with students and universities.  Each scholarship has its own application and review process. After recipients are 
selected, OCCF keeps records of scholarship payments and tracks student eligibility by verifying GPA and school enrollment. 

Fund Donations
Donations can be made at any time to the scholarship and receive the maximum tax deduction allowed by law.  The Community 
Foundation can also often accept gifts of stock and real estate. 
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Criteria Considerations
There are several factors to consider when developing a scholarship to meet your philanthropic goals. It is important to carefully 
weigh your decisions, as the criteria established will shape your scholarship and the applicants it will attract.

• Demographics: You may want to consider students of specific financial need, education level, or age group. We currently have 
scholarships available to students attending K-12 schools, community college, four-year universities, and graduate school.  

• Geography: Scholarships can be restricted to students in a certain geographic area. You may want to limit availability to 
students in Orange County, students who will attend a specific university, or to students graduating from a particular high 
school or school district.  

• Academics: Academic achievement and focus is a consideration in many of our scholarships. Donors may choose to only 
consider students of a particular major or field of study. Some scholarships require a minimum GPA or SAT score.  

• Special Circumstances/Involvement: You may wish to set up a scholarship for students who have been impacted by a 
difficult life circumstance or tragic event. Some donors look for students who have participated in particular extracurricular 
activities, sports, or community service projects.   

• Award: There are many factors to consider when deciding the amount of the scholarship award. The cost of tuition, books, 
and fees at the school the student is attending may help determine the award amount. You may also consider the student’s 
financial need and whether the scholarship will provide full or partial financial support of the student’s education. Most 
scholarships award $1,000 to $5,000 a year and provide support for 1 to 4 years.  

• Scholarship committees: Students are selected by a committee of volunteers who are appointed by the Community 
Foundation with suggestions from the donor.  

Promotion
In order to reach the intended students, it is necessary to promote scholarships to the targeted populations. The Community 
Foundation has established relationships with schools throughout Orange County, most of which are aware of the scholarships 
we administer and the students they target. We can provide outreach to schools and send email reminders to school counselors 
as the deadline approaches. We can also post the scholarship application on the OCCF website.

For questions or additional information, please contact Adele Lee at alee@oc-cf.org 
or via phone at (949) 553-4202 ext.46. 
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